May 23, 2011
I’m watching Oprah’s last shows this week…and it indeed is electrifying.  Fashion may be fun, but the reaction to Ms. Winfrey’s effects on people’s lives is far more meaningful and deserves some attention, even from this humble style critic. When I listen to individual’s reactions, men and women, black and white, to the twenty five years of “Oprah”, it invigorates my faith in the power of love and hope. 
I studied for a Masters degree in children’s television a long time ago and received it at a time when I wanted to make a difference in what young people watched, since I knew they were watching for many hours a day.  I understood the power of the tube (now digital) and knew if we could harness it for good, it could work to inspire our next generation to do great things.
We experienced de-regulation and other stumbling blocks along the way, but I never gave up on the positive influence television could wield. When I see Oprah on her last two shows, I now know I was right.  Forgiveness, compassion, confidence, ambition, are all alive and well when given the right inspiration…and Oprah provided that for the last quarter of a century.
From books to beauty in all its many forms, Oprah has shown people in 150 countries that there is more out there, for the taking, if they will only believe, hope and strive.  Everyone’s life has value and that’s the great lesson her programming has revealed and re-enforced.  I may not have achieved what I wanted to in television, but it is good to know, to quote the late Senator Edward M. Kennnedy, “…the cause endures, the hope still lives and the dream will never die.”  For my money, that’s always in fashion.  Thank you, Oprah!  Until we meet again….
